Town, Parish Clerks / WC Meeting 
19 December 2024

Attendee number:   40 (including DR, RS, JS, CR, CT, RF, RF, James Ashe - Mighty Brand, Marketing & Design Agency)

	
	Agenda – 19th December 2024

· Welcome – David Redfern
· Chief Executive update and discussion – Lucy Townsend 
· Local Elections – Caroline Rudland and Ceri Tocock 
· Wiltshire Marque – Rachel Finlay and Russell Frith
· Updates, discussion points from T&PCs – All
· AOB
· Next meeting – 9.30am, MS Teams on Wednesday 29th January 2025



	ACTION 

	
	Actions from November:
Elections Update for December T&P / Council Meeting - actioned
	

	
	Chief Executive Update:

Chief Executive Update:

Storm Bert
Lucy Townsend thanked the Parish and Town councils for their responses and support provided during the recent storms which impacted our local towns and villages.

Budget
We have published Q1 and Q2 papers and working through the settlement received yesterday from central government.  We have not received the level of funding that we have previously was expected following the policy statement from the government recently, funding has been redirected to areas of greater deprivation.  This may mean some tough decisions to be made at Council going forward.

Devolution
The Devolution White Paper (16 Dec) was published on Monday.  Essentially the government is establishing new ‘strategic authorities’ across the country.  There will be 3 tiers - foundation strategic authorities which will not have a mayor, mayoral strategic authorities and those already established mayoral strategic authorities.  Government have made it clear that they will only give deeper powers and long-term investment to those authorities that have a mayor and the areas those authorities cover are infrastructure, skills, employment, housing, strategic planning, economic development and regeneration, environment, climate change, health and wellbeing, public reform and public safety.

Once a mayor is elected, they will have a seat on the council of Nations and Regions and also on the Mayoral Council.   Any authorities that apply for the foundation level that do not have a mayor will not have a seat with the government so will be more limited in terms of being able to influence and have that interface.  

The government are asking for areas to work together collaboratively to develop a sensible economic area footprint. For those authorities that do not seek to become part of a devolution area, the Government can use their ministerial powers.  The intention going forward, is for those mayoral strategic authorities to also have the remit around other public services, e.g. Police and Fire services, input on health services etc.
In terms of the governance, they are looking for the mayor to have the same voting powers as the leaders of the respective authorities that are part of that strategic authority and there will obviously be governance and accountability structures in place.  They have moved towards a one size fit, so those three levels, there will then be a government structure and powers that match across the country. There will not be any local debate on powers, rather levels.
There is a priority programme, and we are submitting our own expression of interest, along with Dorset, Somerset and possibly BCP Council and we are all agreed that we wish to explore the Heart of Wessex concept and work together moving forward.  Leaders of those authorities have to submit their commitment by the 10th of January 2025.  Between January and March, the government will run a consultation on the governance scheme which will be at government level.  They will be looking at what those investment funds would look like for those strategic areas and between August and September we would have to go through our formal governance structures at the Council to get final sign off on the proposals.
Looking at 2026, the government will be looking to take that through Parliament and leading up to the mayoral elections for us, they would be in May 2026.
There has been communication as to whether the May 2025 Elections will go ahead but government has since confirmed that any delay would only be for those going through reorganization.  Since we are already a unitary authority, May 2025 Local Elections will go ahead as planned.

	




	
	Elections – 1 May 2025

Introductions were made - Ceri Tocock (Head of Customer and Communications) with responsibility for Elections.  Caroline Rudland, Elections Manager.

Wiltshire Council Elections are the biggest in the country – we have 98 unitary divisions and 308 Parish (should this be Town) and Parish Wards which equates to 2118 seats.  We are expecting around 2200 nominations, and we will be publishing the Notice of Election on the 11 March 2025.  Our webpage will be regularly updated with information:- Local Elections - Wiltshire Council

We will be holding a webinar on the 11th of February which is aimed at those candidates who want to stand in the Election.  The webinar will cover the formal nomination process, how to stand for election, how to submit your nomination and what is it like to be a councillor.  There will also be information for Towns and Parishes.  Further information will be available early in the new year.  

In terms of a timeline, there will be a 3-week window whereby nominations can be submitted. We will be setting up a booking system and we are encouraging candidates to make an appointment to visit one of the nominated council buildings which will be assigned dependent on which area your parish sits.  This is also an opportunity for us to check the nominations have been completed correctly and we are encouraging people to submit their nominations as early as possible.  It is a legal requirement for candidates or a representative to hand in their nominations rather than post for example.  All candidates and those that are re-standing are asked to familiarise yourself with the Electoral Commission website - Resources for Candidates at Parish council elections in England | Electoral Commission

Polling day is the 1 May 2025.  Verification and count will be on the Friday at County Hall, Trowbridge, The Olympiad, Chippenham and Five Rivers, Salisbury.

In terms of the charging process, invoices will be sent out a few months after the Election once we have paid our invoices and staff etc.  Once you have received your invoice, there will be contact details should you wish to set up a payment plan or defer payment.  We do not yet know what the costs will be but had calculated an average cost from 2021 elections as £1.70 per elector but this will increase for 2025 after inflation and cost of postage etc. The calculation for uncontested election costs can be found here: Decision details - Democratic Services - Wiltshire Council

We will also be sending out a request in the new year for information required so the invoices can be raised.  

Richard Spencer Williams asked about sharing correct email addresses of those elected.  CR stated we could look at how we can do this and suggested that we might be able to put a disclaimer on the form to say we are sharing these contact details with the Parish and Town Clerks.  

CR has taken this forward, and we have now attached the form to include this.  Please encourage candidates to complete the form and bring with their nominations or provide to you with their nomination papers if you are bringing them in on their behalf.  Attached below.




	

	
	Wiltshire Marque 

Rachel Finlay and Russell Frith (Economic Development Services) introduced the Wiltshire Marque which they have been working on for over a year but was launched in October this year.  It is very much a business support accreditation scheme, and this is to galvanise and get support from you to raise awareness and engagement to help local food and drink businesses in our towns and villages. A short presentation by James Ashe – (Mighty Brand, Marketing & Design Agency) was given to give a flavour of the scheme – below.  The aim of the scheme is to collaborate and keep people buying from local companies who source, make and sell their products locally.  It is to celebrate craft and passion in our food and drink makers.  We currently have 37 companies signed to the scheme and we have a further 15 in the pipeline.  Please see the website below.
The Wiltshire Marque | Food and Drink in Wiltshire


We are keen to get the T&PCs involved in promoting the scheme to consumers in their areas, and to get your support to recruit Food, Drink and Hospitality businesses in your areas to join the scheme.  Please share this with you counsellors.

	

	
	Ian Nockolds - Community First 
There will be an online event on January 22nd, which is aimed at getting Parish and Town Council candidates to join a session to get a feel for the role and an opportunity to ask questions.  Link Below.
https://www.wiltshire-alc.org.uk/council_events/your-parish-council-needs-you-january-22nd/
If there is any training your Towns and Parish’s require next year, please email - inockolds@communityfirst.org.uk

	



Next Meeting: 29tth January 2025
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Your Wiltshire Marque team
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What is 

The Wiltshire 

Marque?







An accreditation scheme that highlights and celebrates the provenance of food and drink made in Wiltshire, funded by the Wiltshire Towns Programme.







How did we get here?











Other food accreditation schemes 

Potential local members 













Connectors and stakeholders 













Economic development 



Trading standards



Public Health



Climate experts



Ecology experts 









Who is it for?

Farmers, fisheries, fruit and vegetable growers, and apiaries producing honey, for example. 

Growers

Processors

Provisions retailer

Processors are those who take raw ingredients and turn it into something special. Think brewers, bakers, and jam makers. 

We have a range of fantastic shops and Wiltshire-based websites that sell local food and drink – you’ll find more in our directory. 







Hospitality

This category boasts all kinds of venues and caterers, committed to making things with Wiltshire ingredients. Think cafés, coffee shops and street food vendors to pubs, hotels, restaurants and event caterers. 









Benefits of the scheme



Exposure in the online directory of Wiltshire makers and growers, including a product showcase and listing with links their website and social media channels

Promotional support around latest offers and news via the scheme’s website and social media



Inclusion in marketing, PR and digital advertising campaigns







Networking events for Wiltshire Marque members

Funded business advice, training and access to Wiltshire Council programmes

Collaboration opportunities and connection to fellow makers and members to boost trade

Marketing and promotion advice to help members boost visibility of their brand and products

Use of the Wiltshire Marque insignia on products, websites and menus to show origin of products













But if we distil The Wiltshire Marque down to what it does versus what our members need, the scheme is all about visibility. 











Main brand

Our marque

































It takes a community to build a community. 







This is just the start of the hard work. Our next steps include: 

Recruitment of more members

Creation of more content – including video and member spotlights

Creating our events calendar to build the community

Getting out to meet potential members and stakeholders

Finding and working with partner organisations

Marketing clinics to help members improve their visibility

Identifying potential associate organisations such as accountants, packaging and legal firms to help the members

Marketing and publicity campaigns across a number of channels









SHOP!









Speak about the scheme to those in the food and drink sector and local consumers ensuring they know about the Wiltshire Marque and how to access it.

Help the local economy and environment by shopping local and buying Wiltshire-produced products.

Take the time when shopping locally to make sure the company you are buying from is aware of the scheme and the opportunities it can bring. 

Understand the scheme and how it works so you can position it positively to those business and consumers you speak to.



Speak

Help

Opportunities

Position









Wiltshire: The Makers’ County
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PARISH nomination contact details form.docx
[bookmark: _Ref226118793].
Candidate contact details

Parish council





		Date received

		



		Time

		



		Initials of RO/DRO

		



		Order of delivery

		









		Candidate name

		



		Party (if any)

		







Contact Details



		Candidate Home 

		



		Candidate Mobile

		



		Candidate e-mail

		







Please note your contact details will be shared with the town/parish clerk if you are successfully elected.

The data controller will only use the information you have provided on this form for electoral purposes and will look after your personal information securely, following data protection legislation. The data controller will not give personal information about you and the personal information you may provide on other people to anyone else or another organisation unless required by law.

The lawful basis to collect the information in this form is that it is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest and exercise of official authority as vested in the Returning Officer as set out in Representation of the People Act 1983 and associated regulations.  

The Returning Officer is the Data Controller. For further information relating to the processing of personal data you should refer to their privacy notice on their website.


